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I THINK YOU'RE RIGHT ABOUT 
THE MACHINE GENERATING A 
MOS 


AND I CAN GO TO THE GEMWORLD ON Yu 
PURPOSE, WHICH LL SURE BEAT 

GETTING DRAWN THERE IN MY SLEEP 

BY CITRINA--AND PULLED BACK TO 

EARTH WHEN T WAKE UP! —_ 








— WITH PONCE 2092 STANDING. 
BY HER SIDE, LOOKING 
INCH A Z2242€77 


LADY SAI 
NAME 





SAY, LOOK! THERE'S A «15/7. I--I THINK WE'VE DONE IT/ 
UP AHEAD -- AND IT'S GETTING I THINK WE'VE MADE IT TO-- 
BRIGHTER RE WE NEAR IT! = = 
ENDLESS, AMETHYST... AND 
IT'S STARTING To EET COLD! | 


FRY 
HAS RETURNED TO SAVE US 
FROM DARK MAPLES EVIL 
REIGN / 





50, NTN — 
come back 27 (asi TO clam 
2. 
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But POM designs will 
AIK 22010055 am 
Wet 


DE 


NET amaRALIS WILL FIND 
— THEM SOMEDAY... 








E 
H 
E 


WE CAN'T 





























NO MATTER AU: T AM 
- AND ee 
CONAN 

















BUT I Ø7 HAVE REALIZED THAT 
42⁄22@7-- INSTEAD OF LETTING MY 
ENOMONS CARRY 





DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE 
THAT WE CAN FIND THE ONE 
DS 


T 
THAT LEADS TO EARTH 














mv ONE PERHAPS-- PERHAPS I 
STERN CAMER CAN BURN IT AWAY! my 
— — ID 





















MAYBE... AFTER ALL I'VE 
BEEN THROUGH LATELY! 


AT BUT I DON'T HEAR 
ANYONE ELSE SUGGESTING 
A SOLUTION ! 




















IF WHAT 1 
GUESSING IS 
RIGHT, THEN JUST 

A LITTLE TIME IS 


ALL WELL NEED! „> 
> 77 





WHEN EMMY AND I MADE IT THROUGH 2 2 AND NOW THAT WE'VE 
ΤΗΕ NTERDWMENSIGNAL REAL OPENED A PORTAL PORIN, 


n) 


m IE 
7 OOP l2 Ha 


NEVER THOUGHT T'D BE SO 
ID TO SEE THIS COLD, DANK 
PLACE... 








REALIZING WHERE I WAS, T 
EMPTIED THE BANK ACCOUNTS 
THAT 1 HAD PRESCIENTLY 
PLACED HERE... 


L^ 
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THAT JUNKIN THE 











— 16 päästy VÄKEÄ 
THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN STEP UM!“ Rad 


AS EASILY AS THAT... EVEN 
IF SHE 45 TELLING THE É 
TH! 


LM lí 


427: A CLASH OF PALUUN ENEMIES! THE PID OF 
ALLIES! ANO ADVENTURE Wi A 


—— reas 
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Dear Editors, 

Welcome back! it's good to see the 
Gemworld once again! I'll admit at first | 
was indifferent to your maxi-series (1 
could take or leave Amy/Amethyst), 
although I did like the issue in which her 


who's a lot like the earth Amy; 
Prince Topaz, who could be Amethyst's 
future love interest and consort; but 
most of all, Lady Turquoise, the Ìm- 


issue #12 to resume her earth-life as 
Amy. | know it was originally intended to 
be a “closed” maxi-series, but | would 
have appreciated more background for 
her choice. 

But now I've read two issues of your 
regular line, and it looks like it's going to 
be interesting. 

But please heed my request and fina 

between 


‚definitive: 
one...8h, well, we're not telling! 
Deer Geminians: 
So much to say and not so much as a 
filing cabinet to store it in. Your artwork 


A LE 
NA 


is still superior to others, even though 
Ric Estrada has replaced Ernle. How- 
ever, | am glad to see Colón's work every 
now and again. Now for the issues at 
hand. 

Carl and Orville. Orville, as in pop- 
corn? Come on. Nice touch, though, 
putting them on Earth. What mischief 
will they be up to? Can Amy and Emmy 


handle it? What will the neighbors © 


think? Does it matter what the 
neighbors think? Probably not. 

This Fire Jade is interesting. Her 
powers seem unlimited. Of course, 
“seem” is the key word. She does 
appear to have a weakness: the one 
noble she cannot bear to destroy. Your 
readers, naturally, want to know exactly 
who that is. 

My suspicion there leads me to 
discuss Topaz. Whereupon learning of 
his true, undying I'll-never let-you go-oh- 
please-don't-loava-me-I've-forgotten-all- 
&bout-that-dazzling- héro-type-person- 
called = Amethyst - Just- kiss - me - now 
passion for Turquoise, my immediate 
response was "No! That's not how it's 

to bel No no no no nono nono 
nol" | eannot stand by and let you do this 
without hearing from me about it. How 
could you??!! | know the course of true 
love never ran smooth, but ... 

Okay, It's all right, I'm calm. 

Now, l've read letters suggesting 
names for that winged equine of 
Amethyst's and in #11 in the maxi- 
series | wrote one of my choices. I'm 
doing it again. How about Avalon, 
Xanth, Starcrystal? You've gotta choose 


soon. 
Reading through LEGION 4318, I mot 
the mysterious Monitor with Lyla and 
the overgrown Smurf. You must admit, 
these are the same “people” as in 
AMETHYST #2. Tell me, what are they 
doing in two such different times? Have 
they been in any other comic galaxies? 
Very clever of you, Karen, since you are 
editor to both LEGION and AMETHYST. 
Well, ‘nuff said. 
Power to the Purple Throne, 
Noel Royer 
816 Newfound Harbor Dr. 
Merritt island, FL 32952 
The Monitor and Lyla have been appear- 
ing in the majority of the DC books over 
the past year, Noel, in a foreshadowing 


entire DC Universe forever, run right out 





to your local comic store or newsstand 
and get it! And (I almost forgot) Amy 
Winston will be appearing in it, as well, 
90 be sure to be on the look-out! 


Now, as for that nameless winged 
unicorn ... I hereby officially declare this 
to be the beginning of the "name that 


unicorn” contest! The winner will 
receive a piece of original AMETHYST 
art autographed by the current team! So 
get those creative thinking caps on, and 
send your entries to: 

UNICORN CONTEST C/O PURPLE 
PROSE 

DC COMICS 

666 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NY 10103 
The deadline is March 1, 1985; andthe 





Dear Purple Prose, 

| have never written to you yet. | have 
the whole maxi-series, the AMETHYST 
ANNUAL, and two issues of the regular 
series. Amethyst is my favorite comic. 
My favorite character of all is Sardonyx. 

| have a couple of questions to ask: 
What happened to Fauna? | haven't 
‘seen her in the latest issues. In issue #2, 
how did Sardonyx’s kingdom get wash- 
ed away? Are the people who moved in 
next door to Amy really Dark Opal and 
Carnelian? 

| hope to see more of Amy's dog Taffy. 
| hope Sardonyx goes to earth at least 
once in a while. | haven't seen any more 
of the little green dragon who gave Amy 
her pendant in issue #1 of the maxi- 
series. 

Sincerely, 
Scott Miller 
7642 Carla Road 
Baltimore, MD 21208 
Taking your questions in order, Scott: 

1) As Laral mentioned in "Sleep. 
walkers” (issue #2), Fauna fled the 
House of Amethyst (off-camera) during 
the fight against Dark Opal, because she 
knew that her evil alliance was un- 
covered. But since Dark Opal's out of the 
picture now, Fauna might feel that it's 
time to come out of hiding soon. 

2) Sardonyx's kingdom was engulfed 
by some strange elemental powers and 
next issue we'll finally see what really 
happened to the Lord of the Serpents’ 
fost kingdom and family. 

3) Yes, it really is Carnelian/Carinext 
door to Amy, but as witnessed in last 
month's story, Uncle Orville isn't really 
thet other guy. 


Dear Karen, 

This is really great! | have waited a 
long time for Amethyst's/Amy's return 
to production. She is something that has 
been lacking in comics for quite awhile. 
Although Zatanna is very olose to this, 
she doesn't have her own comic. Oh, 
well. | cannot believe what you have 
đonal Someone out there must really 
have a demented sense of humor. (No 
offense meant, okay; guys??) Are you 
trying to make poor Amy paranoid? Her 
worst enemy to date and his, adopted 
son have just moved in next door! 
Someone must really be out to get her! 
Your peeping Tom on page 10, panel 5, 
is really spooky. This is really just intime 
for Halloween. As of this letter, | regret 
that | have not been able to find your 
AMETHYST ANNUAL, but | promise that 
1 will before the year's out. Another 
thing, please don't let Citrina diel 
‚Amethyst needs her wisdom and her 
guiding hand. Without Citrina, 
Amethyst will have to learn how to use 
her powers by herself, and that might 
prove to be fatal. Anyway, keep up the 
great work, and you will hear from me in 
8 month's time. 

Yours truly, 
Scott Advani 
Lacombe, AB, Canada 


Dear Purplish Ones, 

With #2, I'm glad to see you're “open- 
ing up” the Gemworld to us. Instead of 
concentrating just on infighting 
amongst the aristocracy, you are now 
‘Starting to look at the common people 
more. The situation on Gemworld 
certainly has precedence In our world 
history. Throughout history (and 
probably especially in Medieval times) 
the elites of different nations have 
fought each other and/or the elite of 
one nation has fought amonget itself. 
This has been particularly true when the 
elites have been olosely related (vi 

+ marriage, eto.) to one another—as in 
Medieval times, In such situations, the 
welfare of the common people is over- 
looked. Indeed, it is usually sacrificed in 
order to help support (monetarily) the 
battles. The common people up until 
modern times were not really involved 
in the battles except as victims. They did 
not fight (very much) in the battles and 

"the battles were seen not as battles 
between nations (If indeed the concept 
of "nation" existed) but rather as 
conteste between and amongst the 
elites. Thus, the common person felt no 
stake in the battles but may have been 
drafted into service, taxed to support the 
effort, or had his land destroyed by one 
of the conflicts. Such is a breeding 
ground for discontent. 

Interestingly enough, however, 
revolts of the common people have been 
surprisingly few and far between under 
such circumstances. Usually this has 
been because of a lack of organization 
due to the facts of the time: illiteracy, 





been necessary to incite action, le this 
because the commoners lacked the 
ability to revolt or laoked the true desire 
to do so? And even though Gemworld is 
rather Medieval in many ways, there isa 
strong sense of nationalism in the 
people. Thus, the situation is a mixture 
of historical precedent and fantasy 


Yours truly, 


The people of the Aquamarina Archi. 
pelego were the first subjects of the 
current Gemworld domains to rise up 
and rebel, T.M., and you're very right 
about Fire Jade being the necessary 
catalyst for them. The Aguamarinians 
were miserable for ages, and Fire Jade, 
aware of their extreme discontent, 
purposely chose their kingdom for the 
first step in her (thwarted) attempt of 
total Gemworld domination. 


Dear Karen, 

Having finished my obligatory second 
reading of AMETHYST #2, | find myself 
in the difficult position of having to 
rethink my position on this new incarna- 
tion of our Purple Princess. 

Having obviously seen my opinions on 
the Annual (you printed them, | assume 
you read them first), you must think I'm 
'awfully down on the new series. But (lo 
‚and behold) your response to my letter in 
AMY #2 was spot on. After reading the 
first two lesues, | am very satisfied. The 
Indeed back to 








mot just another world to do a comic 


book on. 

"Sleepwalkers" was very well 
written; the pacing of the various sub- 
plots was among the best | have ever 
seen. Amy's confusion as to what she 
really wants from the Gemworld (if any- 
thing at all) was well portrayed, and her 
reaction to seeing Prince Topaz with 
Turquoise was perfect for her dichotic 

lity. 

Fire Jade is becoming an enthralling 
character, even though her speech 
tends toward the clich6. I hope that next 
time we will see some sort of revelation 
about her origin, since she doesn't yet 
‘seem to have a motive (except her lust 
for power) for doing in the nobles of the 
Gemworld. 


More of Amy's Earth-lifelll | want 
desperately to see an entire issue set on 
Earth, without magic, without world- 


year-old Carl/Carnelian. Maybe they 
Should start going out together. That 
would be a weird situation. 
Thanks for listening; it's going great! 
Continued Success! 





Rob Hagiwara 

368 Lander Hall HM-10 

1101 NE Campus Parkway 
University 


Don't know about Amy and Carl dating 





his usual evil intent! 


Dear Everybody, 

This is it! The very first letter | ever 

wrote. I'm glad Amy/Amethyst le back. 
She'sterrifio. Ìsee that Sardonyx is up to 
his old tricks, always planning evil. loan 
hardly wait to see more of Carl/t 
lian and Dark Opal. Fire Jade with her 
plans is keeping me on the edge of my 
seat! I hope Emmy gets back to the Gem- 
world pretty soon. 
The art and coloring is terrific. It really 
captures the Gemworld in its finest. 
When | read the first issue in the maxi- 
series, | knew | would stick with 
Amethyst until the end. Now that she is 
starring in her series, | know I'm going to 
Stick with itl 

Hail Amethyst, long may she live! 

Good luck with the series, from a true 
Amethyst fan. 

Heather Piniak, Age 12 
7839 Monroe, Ave 
Munster, IN 46321 


Dear Purple Prose, 
It's great to have Amethyst back! I've 
been a fan of hers since the maxi-series 
she's still in the same 
hands. Having Princess 

Emerald on Earth as well should open 
up some very interesting possibilities. | 
just finished AMETHYST #1, and am 
anxiously awaiting more. Maybe Herb 
and Marion Winston could actually visit 
the Gemworld to see firsthand what it’s 
like. Plus, | hope Fire Jade’s hold on 
Prince Topaz can be broken. | think he 
really helped Amethyst mature and | 
don't want to see them split up. In short, 
Amethyst is the brightest thing to come 
up in a very long time, and | myself 
would like to offer my congratulations 
and thanks Long live Princess 
Amethyst! z 





Rosemary Howell, Age 25 
545 N. Mollison Ave. 
San Diego, CA 92021 


NEXT MONTH: The only way 
Ade w πω lig 
Citrina is to join forces with her hated. 
foe as they venture to the Well of Vision 
and find Sardonyx's kingdom! But are. 
they too late to save thousands of 
people? 


See you soon, everyone. Take care— 
Karen 





I5/AINIW/IIIILL5... 


Just when I thought we had finished 
introducing you to everyone (although 
it's really been almost a year by now), I 
have someone for you to meet. 
Rather than have her do an 
autobiography, I asked our resident 
rter, Bob Greenberger, to bring us 
the lowdown on Barbara Randall: 














BOB: So tell us, who is Barbara 
Randall and how did she get to DC 
Comics? 

BARBARA: United Airlines. Actually, 
I was never really a comics fan, I sortof 
fell into reading them as a teenager. I 
jumped into being a writer from the 
cold. Dick ran a letter in DETECTIVE 
COMICS, talking about female super- 
heroes and invited suggestions on the 
subject. So, I wrote a long letter with a 
critique and suggestions—just to be 
helpful. 

Dick called and offered me the 
Batgirl assignment and I wrote one 
two-parter that saw print and another 
two-parter that's been used to train 
new talent. What happened was, Dick 
gave up editing the Batman titles and. 
Len took them over and he chose to use 
Green Arrow instead of Batgirl. 














BOB: That was all in 1981. What 
happened to you since then? 
BARBARA: I went back to finish 
college and received a BA from 
California State Polytechnic 
University-Pomona in Drama. I 
concentrated on costuming; spent the 
rest of my time writing plays or 
painting scenery. I then worked full- 
time for the Pomona Public Library 











Clerk. 





BARBARA: I kept getting cold feet. I'm 
psychotically shy and I didn't think I 
ready. DC kept more in touch with 
me than Í did with them. 

1 finally got gutsy when my father 
and I got free airplane tickets to New 
York. Í came last May and spent the 
week reading in the library and spoke 
with Dick about how useful I could be 
to the staff. When an opening 
presented itself in the late summer, 
Dick called and I was ready. I packed 
all my stuff and came out here, starting 
on October 29. 

BOB: What was your first impi 
of comics‘ professionals? 
BARBAR. I went to my first 
comics convention in San Diego just 
after Dick called me the first time. He 
was going to be at the show and he 
wanted to talk to me, so Ï went, having 
never seen a comics fan or a 

ional. I left a message at Dick's 
saying I was 5'4", had brown 














ion 

















ion. 

Ithen watched a panel with Julie and. 
Len and went up to Julie afterward, 
asking if he could describe Dick to me. 


frightened exp) 


He heard I was expected, so he and Len 
each grabbed an elbow and we went 
looking for Dick. We were going 
upstairs and there was this man 
standing at the top, pointing a finger at 
me. Yep, it was Dick. 

He took me to lunch with Don 
Newton and we talked comics all after- 
noon. Later, there was a party for 

Julie's birthday, which Jenetle 
Kahn attended, and it was wonderful! 
BOB: Now that you're here, what's 
your impression? 

BARBARA: Ohboyforsureneat-ol I'm 
having a wonderful time. The fir: 
thing I learned about New York is that 
the drivers are crazy! Then, when I got 
to the office, the first thing I learned to 
say was, 
thing I learned was how to raid Len's 
candy jar. 

BOB: Why don't you mention the 
books you're working on? 
BARBARA: OK. I'm an Associate 
Editor, working with Marv on both 
TEEN TITANStitles and VIGILANTE. 
But that's just for starters. Ifigure!'ll be 
running this company in five years, 
but] told Dick I'd keep him for another 
ten. I also hope to be doing some more 
writing in the future, 











What Barb didn't mention is her 
always sunny di 





invented, which I call Barbspeak. At 
best, it sounds like this: * (chirrup) 
dráya chiraaaka numukai (chirrup).” 
Better yet, she keeps her own candy jar 
on the desk, filled with gummy bears 
that taste great but do nothing for my 
ligure. Having Barbara on board has 
made the workload a littfe easier on all 
of us and she will be contributing to 
more titles in time. And, Barb, thank: 
lor letting me stay on those ten years. 
Meanwhile, Thank You and Good 


Alternoon. 
Pick 

















ON SALE WEEK 
CHECK 
OF FEBRUARY 14 


LIST 





O Batman 383: lí Catwoman is dead, 
then who's prowling the streets of 





O Superman 407: Jimmy, Lois, and 
Perry all share Superman's powers! 
O Star Trek 14: In the Mirror Unive: 
Kirk and company find themselvei 
betrayed! 

O Amethyst 5: Amethyst and 
Carnelian think they've found a 





permanent path back to the Gemworld! 
O Jemm, Son of Saturn 9: Synn attacks 
New Bhok! 

D Arok, Son of Thunder 44: Amid a 
pirate stronghold, Arak battles a man 
who wants to be a god of death! 

O Legion of Super-Heroes 10: 
Someone is trying to kill all three 





O Omega Men 26: A new creative 
team, a new direction, and a new back 
up series! The Spider Guild sttikes! 





